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“Her story—what little we know of it today—is important for a variety
of reasons, not least because it counters the masculinist narratives of con-
quest and dominance penned by European chroniclers from the beginning
of the colonial period. Chennabhairadevi was almost an exact contempo-
rary of Queen Elizabeth I of England, and in many ways she was her coun-
terpart. Chennabhairadevi succeeded in holding onto her kingdom for over
50 years, outwitting multiple adversaries through shrewd alliances, and in
leveraging a great deal of political, cultural, and economic power.
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